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4 For an Aſſembly of the Heathen People or Ru- 
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= for publick Affairs four times in five 
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worſhip, of God, 1 Cyr. xi. 18. When ye come to- 
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to ſpeak in the Aſſembly. Col. iv. ip Cauſe. Home 
be read in the Aſſembly of the Laodiceans, an 
15. Salate Nymphas, and the Church, or Fol | 
ſenbh ly eh it in his Höhle. 
3. A Society of Chriſtians that uſed 10 == to- 
gether for the worſhip of God. 1 Cor. xiv. 23. 
If-—the whole Church be come together in one place, 
i. e. the whole Society of the Chriſtians at Co- 
rinth that uſe to meet in that place. Thus the 
word Church is commonly taken, as when we 
read of the Church of Corinth, the Church of E- 
pheſus, Smyrna, Tc. And in this Senſe chiet- 
ly I ſnall conſider it in this Diſcourſe. 


4. T he Elders of a a Chriſtian Church, or i. ov 
gation, who repreſented it; as all Rulers do the 


Societies which they | Rule. Thus Mat. xviii. 17, 
Tell it to the Church, i. e. to the Rulers ſpeaking 
in its 50950 So the Congregation of Iſrael was 

o judge. Num. xxxb. 24, 25. not all the People, 
>: the Elders, or Rulers. So the Apoſtle faith 
to the Elders of the Church of Corinth, Do not 

e judge them that are within, 1 Cor. v. 12. 

5. Al true Chriſtians, = general Aub 
and Church of the firſt born Which are written 
in Heaven. Heb. xii. 23. Eph. v. 23; to 27. And 
all profeſſed Chriſtians, a whom Miniſters are 
ſet ; for God hath ſet in the Church Apoſtles, Pro- 
. phets, Teachers. 1 Cor. xii. 28. So ch. x. 32. The 
viſible Church is r than the inviſible, for 
man are called, bur few are choſen, Mat. xx. 16. 

The word Church hath for a long time alſs 
fi nified the place where a Church or. Congregation 

of Chriſtians meet ; but it is not ſo uſed in Scrip- 
3 Deſpiſe ye "the Church of God, 1 Cor. xi. 22. 
does not mean deſpiſe ye the Room where the 
Church meet? but 4015 ile ye the Aﬀſembly met 
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That his Grace hath made the Word re 
ed, and other Duties of Worſhip performed in 
them, the preat means of ner and faying 

Souls, and keeping up the profeſſion of the 

true Religion in the World. Tf there had not 

been Churches, in a little time there would 

haye been no Chriſtians, as in the Kingdom of 
Nubia, where the Chriſtian Religion was loſt, 

and extinguiſhed for want of "Miniſters. 

And the Apoſtles, who firſt conftituted 

Churches, fully knew the mind of Chriſt, and 
faithfully and carefully did what he would hare 

them: and would not of their on Heads have 

framed ſuch Societies, and made it their main, 

and in a ſort their whole Work, to fertle them, 
1 and 844 chem 3 in * if he had not 3 
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10 his Apeſtles About this matter by his Voice, 
while he was with them; and by his Sirit when 
lie was gone from them, tho the ar 
Words lie 2 and the Revelations they 
of his Will, were got ſet dan in Scripture: 
and ſo ne doubt he did. He ſpake to chem 
of the things pertaining 20 the kingdom of Cad, af- As i „ 
ter his Reſurrection, Cas well as before: his 
Death) but what he ſpake is not ſet — But 
we may learn what he {aid and reyealed to them, 
ad far as is needful for us to know, by obſerv- 
ing what they taught and did. 

And tho he have not many of Chriſts Words 
abour Churebes ſet down; yet we have ſo many 

as plainly ſneww it to be his Will, 1. That there Mat, vi. 
ſhould be Churches. 2. That the Apoſtles ! $7.1 19, 


ſhould be Rulers in one of them: 3. That two 


or three of them aud be a ſuffcient Number 
to govern a Church. 

1. That there ſfoould be Chitrches,. that ſhould | 
power to judge between their Members. 
4 thy brother fball weſpaſs againſt thee— tell it to 
' Church ; but if be neglef} 10 hear. the Church-- 
The Queſtion here is, - "What. is meant by the 
word EAα¾0²6ſee, Ecclefia,' which is tranflated , 
Church? And it ſignifies an Aſſembih, a Congre- 
gation, a Meeting. But what kind of Aſſembly 
is here ſpoken of? Not an accidemtal Meeting, 
or — of People that never met before, 
nor never will again, as that Rabble, Acts x ix. 
32, 41. which is called Eeclefia';. nor an cccc n. 


fional one, that meet by Agreement for once; 


but one that is conſtant, ſtated, meetin Toke | 
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Have taken it to mean a Chriſtian Church, 

Tertled by the Law, or Charter of Chriſt. 
0. But a few learned Men of late wool 
Fi have Fell the Church to mean, „ 

EE him before the Jewiſh Court. 

_ © Anſw. But this cannot be che meaning of 
Cbhxiſt, for then he muſt ſpeak only of what was 
to be dode! in the Land of Canaan, where their 
| Oburts were, and only for a fety Years (leſs 
than forty) till they were deftroyed. And the 
Jewiſh Sonbedrins did not meddle with Cauſes 
| between Man and Man. And all the Fewiſ 
Courts were enemies to Chriſtis Diſci = ; f- 
that to have gone to them with their Complaints 
againſt one another, would have afforded them 

. - occaſion of Reproach, and given them an op- 
porrunity to perſecute them all. And the Jew- 
I Courts are Reer called Eccleia, Churches by 
Chriſt; but Hwagague and . A N 25 
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jo But the Apoſtles have dugbr⸗ us — Une 
_ --.. derftand what our Saviour 'meant by the word 
F Church, for they ſettled Chriſtian Societies, 
= - which they called Churches by this very name 
= - which Chriſt had firſt uſed and they did it 
7 foon after he had ſpoken theſes Words, for he 
ſaid but a little before his Death, Tell the 
urch; and ſoon after his Aſcenſion: the firſt 
Church was conſtituted, and many others not 
| long after. Andeyery Church had Rulers, who 
7 1 Cor v.12 fyere to judge thoſe that were within, the Members 
of f the Church. And when they judged, the 
Church was ſaid to judge, according to that 
manner of ſpeaking, which was commonly uſed 
5 in the Old Te 8 _ the Apoſtles well un- 
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Man is ſaid to be judged by his Country, when 


a 3 of twelve. Men pronounce him guy, r 
not guilty. A Church or Congregation contains 


Men, Women, and Children, On apo if 


ſome are old; ſome young ; ſome knowing; ſome 


Children, and Servants: tis abſurd to i 


magine, - . 
that all theſe ſhould'be judges... But every So- 
ciety is repreſented by the Rulers. The Na- 


tion makes War or Peace when the King does; 


ignorant; ſome Maſters, and Parents; ſome 


makes Laws when the Parliament does: the 
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of Feruſalem, which was ſettled a few Months 


after Chriſt ſpake theſe Words; and was to be 


ſed to Peter the 
whence we may conclude, as from ſeveral other 
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a Pattern to thoſe that ſhould. follow. For he 
faith to them, Nharſoever ye ſhall bind on earth, Mat. xviil, - 
fall be bound in heaven. He had before promi- "ix 

power of binding and Loſing 19. * 
here he promiſes it to him, and all the Apoſtles: 


Reaſons, that Peter as the firſt Apoſtle was o 


be their Chairman, and to bind and looſe in 
the Name of them all; and that they were to 
bind and looſe by him as the Servant of the Bench. 
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could not meet er. And it withal-inti- 
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TN Aueh that we read of out of the Land of Cu- Ep 
3 Of this ſee Ac xi. 20, 10 26. and Mi. . he 
. 53: and xiv, 36, 27. and v. 2, 3. 7 4 
1 3 & 33.4 n 
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Paul and Barunbat ordained them Elers. rtr 
Ir. 23. as at hin, Derbe, Rm, Aurich n 
Pifidin, and other places mentioned, 3 WR 
There were alſo Churches in S ria, and Ci - Acts rv. A 
cia, which Paul and Silas tonfirmed,” i. e. frrexigtht n 
ned in Faith and Courage, hy their Preaching, O's. 

Soon after Paul and Silas, and Trmothy, went 
throughout Phygia and che region of Galatia, 
and came to Troas, As xvi. 6, 8. and tis likes Gl 
ly began Churches there: for we read of the 1 Cor. xvi. 
Gebe of Galatia, and the Chief Tross. 1 Actszo. 

4. Die Chureh of Philippi in Maeetlonia. Pap 0 12. 
and Silas and Trmothy came tłither and con- Acts xvi. 
verted and baptiaedd Lydia and her Houſhorild, 32: *2 4. 
and the Jailor and his Honſhould, and others. d. 
In this there were Biſbops and Deacons. |. 
He that Paul calls true yoke fellow-was the fire 
of theſe Biſhops or Hders. To him in parti: 
cular the Epiſtle was directed, and deliver eln. 
Clement was _ , rhroditus was Ch. ii. 28, 
another. Him they ha t'to the Apoſtle with ;. 2 8 
gifts, hen he hen re bp ene pork: 
all fick there; but recovered : and the Apoſtle 
joyfully ſent him back with the Epiſtle to n 
This Garch was more bountiful to the Apo- 74.17 16. 

5. The Church ef Theſſaloniea, in Matedomia. 


Paul and Silas and Timotiy began that Church: Acts xyii., 5 
too, but were driven away by Perſecution. Soon 1, 0 19, 
after the Apoſtle ſent Timorhy from them to | el K. 
Athens. And when Timothy and Silat were come xa, vii. 2 
back ro him to Corinth, he wrote the firſt Epiſtle . with 

to that Church; and joins them with him in meren 48 
writing it. Not long after he wrote the ſecon 21e i: 9 
Epiſtle, in his on Name, and theirs.” When 

he wrote the firſt Epiſtle, they had Paſtors, 
whom he would have the Feople to honour. 
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* OR - moniſþ zou, and gfteem them uem highly. Then 


24, 15, in the next words he exhorts.cheſe Elders to take 


| 1 * 255 5 gare of the People, and ſolemnly Charges them 


that the Epiſtle ſhould be read to all the holy Bre- 

So that the Epiſtle, though written to all 
- the Church, was directed and brought to the 
Elders of the Church. And this being the fir 


N 23 Epiſtle that was uritten by the Apaſtle, we 


8 look on the Charge of reading it to bind 
©. the Paſtors, of other Churches to read the Epi- 


tles to the Churches to which they were writ- if 


ten. And no doubt it was their cuſtom. ſo to do; 
and to read all the Epiſtles as they came to their 
hands. For in every Epiſtle, and in all other 


Mer il 7, Books of che Neu Teſtament, as well as of the 
"Ou Ol, the Spirit 1 ake to all the. Cle, all be⸗ 


and 11. 6, 


| 13, 22. ing inſpired, by im. ee 


Adds xvii. - And many of the Jews: and, Greeks dt at pak 


| 20, 11,12, believed, and ſome at Athens, and We. need. not 
| . doubt but Churches were now begun at thoſe 


thongh they be not mentioned. 
"__ 6. The Choreh of Corinth, Of chis I ſhall ſpeak 


8 1 in the next Chapter. Here Paul con- 
ABs x xvii. tinued a Tear. and Six Months, and in that time 


„wrote the to Epiſtles to the Theſſalonians. . 
7. The Church of Cenchrea, a ſmall Town and 
near to Orinth. There was a Church when the 


| As — Apoffie was at Corinth, the ſecond time, for chger 
. wi. Months. For in that time he wrote the Epi- 


file ro the Romans, and in that he makes mention 
of the Church of Cenchrea. 


+ 8. The Church of Epheſus, in Ali the leſs. 
: Aſn, 3, There the Apoſtle preached. three Months in the 


82 Synagogue of the Jeus; and then two years in 
27. wm the School of Tyrannus, He ſent for che Elders 
of this Church to Miletus, and called them, Bi- 

ſo, and roldthen he had for three years warn d 
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a Paſtors and met rogether, long before Pal 
Tame thither ; tho* by his Preaching the Church 
12 — ' would much encreaſe. But how it at 
„ firſt none can tell. No Writer that ever lived 
x ii 11 or near the Time, ſays that Peter ever was 
| there: and thoſe. that make him ro have 
pe.» 95 Church, and to have been Biſhop there 25 
„ Years, lived about 300 Years ers! to. that lit⸗ 
"tle Heed is to be FTE to them. 
* 5 f here were other Churches that are not pr 
 , _  tituitarly mentioned. The Poſtſcript to the 
= Me to Tims faith, E was written t0 Tirus, ord: 
zz cel the firſt Biſbop of the Church of the 
= Fm Nicopolis of Macedonia. But theſe Words 
= - are not Scripture, but were written many huns 
Ared Years after, by no body knows whom ; and 
1 they are falſe 1 * divers Things. 

1 iti. WY J. Nicopolis, f zoken of V. 12. "OW? to hav 
been a City of Thraca, rather than Macedonia 
or Epirus. But it is lain the Apoſtle did not 
Prite from Nicopolis, for he does not ſay I hau: 
determined here to tvinter, but there. So that he 

intended to go thither before Winter ; and 77. 
tus was to meet him there, leaving Creer when 
Aena or Tychicus ſhould come thither. 

Titus was not Fint Biſhop of any Church in 
Get, but went up with Paul and Barnaßus from 

Antioch to Jeruſalem, Gal. ii. I, 7. Hibs xv. 2. 

he was ſent by Paul to Corinth, 2 Cor. vii. 6, 16, 
23: and xii. 18. he was lodked for by. the Apo 
ſtle at Troas, 2 Cor. il. 12, 23. and came ro him 

* into Macedonia from Corinth, 2 Cor. vii. 6 „7. 13 
"mM In Creet he was not ſettled as a Biſhop in any 
. 8 but left, that he ſhould ſer i order the 
thing that ere wanting, and ordain Elders i 
every City,” as Paul had appointed him. Tit. i. 15. 
And he was to be there but a little Time to do 
#his; ; for he was come to Nicopolis before Winter, 
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when they ſhould be gone . r them, which 
od had done while 8 were with them. 3. 


"Y 


gü. 1 5 © Afterwards he went into Dalmatia. 

2 Tim. iv. 10, So that Titus was an Evangeli?,, 
that went up and down the World, as the Ano- 25 
fe did, to preach the ; Golpel, and plant or "oy Ws 


flitute 


The Cretians were a Nation; ; and there was EY 
not one Church of the Cretians, but 8 £ 
was to ordain Elders in every City. TI WC..." 123 
in the City were the Church 9 chat City; ane 5 
oe Elders the Paſtors in that Church. 10 the 
ſtles Times there were no National 78 

Wend of the Churches of Judea, of G. 
of Macedania, of Aſa, &c. but never of 
Church of a Nation. And when there were. „ 14 
National Churches, after the Diriſion f 
the Roman Empire into Ten Kingdoms, there 
were many Biſhops in a National Church; and 3 
t f in Creet.. So that this Se 4s. 

well as others, 1s full of Miſtakes. 1 
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The Moner in. which 1 R 
orber Evungelfte, or Preachers of the” £23 
. ee CHUR CHE 8. Y 


HIS, I think, lay in theſe Five Things, 
''I. They preache the Goſpel in a Place, 
and converted ſome. 2. They baptized them. 
3. They were for a while Paſtors to them, and 
worſhipped God with them. 4. They ordain- 
ed Paſtors for them, to do he lame Works 


They 
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| They "agg them Dencons to 255 nt 

- ſhall ſhew theſe things Wy GALA I ing in 1 
| Chirth of Corinth, the Beginning of Which! 

45 3 Acts xviii. And by that and two large 

Epifftles written to it, we have a fuller Account 
b- that Church, than of moſt others t 1 we” 
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2 The , Pa went es Corinth, | 
and converted ſome there, © He did not 
Aux vip. his alone,” Chrift ſent the Apoſtles by two ati 
8 As vi two, 10 he did the Seventy. And one 1 5 
14 dl. did not go alone, but two, as 0 05 and John; 
Paul and Barnabas + or one Apoſtle, and dne or' 


3 | > 5 more ordinary Elders, as E 85 1. went to 


=: LM 8-8-3 - 8.5 


Philippi, and 7 heffalonita, "Berea, and Athens, . pt 

las and Timothy went with him, or ſoon came to WW he 

; fo they did to Cirinth, But Raul was the in 

gene wü. . Che a Maſter- Builder, and they his Alfiſtants; fo 

Wn and 15 the Work was aſcribed to him, no Men- hi 
* Y being made 'of them; 5 and ſo I ſhall Tpeak © 
It. 3 W. 

His Manner of deine was cle; the wat Mi 

to the Synagogue-of the Jews, hen they were h 


aſſembled together. This was his Cuſtom here- 
ou there was a Synagogue, or Place of Pray- 


The Gol | Was to be rſt. 
them. 5 = ks reached 9p 


FN ec e L and the Proph 
v. Anſ⸗ were read. A Paraſba or ' great Serin of the” fl 
= moth ap Law, i e of the five Books of Mhſes,” was read ch 
= - wy . every Sabbath-Day, as 'the Jews: lay.” On the Ich 
= firſt Sabbath after the Feaſt of Tabernacles they * I {' 
read to Gen, vii. 9. On the ſecond to Gen. xn. f. WS 

* IHE third 00 Sen. Wii T. 8⁰ that tlie fie War 

. * 54 Books. 3 
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wie rd ofeFeiiry Ted M 
| bel e in End at the Feaſt of ”. abernacles“ 
e ode & Books' of che Old Teftdtnent was alls 
ig; for the Hebrews call Foſhan, Judger, Sa 
mich, Bee. the former Prophers; Waiah, Jeremias, 
Te: Too latter Prophety. ' And, as ſome ; the”. 
Reading” of” Moſer began in 0D Time, ac, po; 
carding to Deu. xx 9. to 13. and the Rea 
the Prophets in the 
to more likety, chan that the Reading of the _ 
Law, Begam in th Time of R and te Red. 
ing of the Prophets in che Time of Antivehns- 
Hiper. However, it is certain thar not only 
the Law but the Prophets were read every Sab. 
bath=Day in the A poſtles Times, Als xili. 15, 27. 
and xv. 11. Luke iv. 16, 1 1. 

During the Reading the Law and che pro- 
phets, the Apoſtles fat as Hrarers, and no doubt 
heard with much. Attention. After the Read- 
5 was ended, the Apoſtle preached.” He did 


E Amrioch in Prad, Acts 13. aud this wayiacs xiii, | 
Hi maker in other" Places, a 10 he dic at .. a 4 Ny 
Gn, "And the wal Scope of his Prevehing ge c. 


was, to' convince" che Hearers, that" Jeſus was 


rift from the desc, as an Evidence that he is '% 
the Chit the So f God; and that there is 
Nemiffibn of Sins“ through his Dear for thofſe 


that repent, ait! turn to God, and do Works 


"" kv other Tuer he roak Oben wii 
with ſach as he met with in the Market or Ex- 
change, or any other Place, that Re might reach\ 
them the ſame things, and convince” arid per- 
ſhade them. Thus at Athens he diftourſed in 5" xvi 


Smagogne to the Jews, md to the” deucut --. 


aud. in the Market — urn a e mer u 
N | "ov" 


* BA 
7 of the Prophets, 7. of © 


ITY 
me of Ezra. This Ta TORT 


11 


* Fs him to triumph in Chriſt, and made manifeſt the. 


OWE > "The. 8 0 T9 805 NE 
5 himg or that he met with. He was almoſt 
Aa . was teaching or e the Goſpel N 
20. ' mm aſſemblys of Jews, or or private» 
ly from. Houſe t Houſe, or in Houſes ; in ſeaſon, 
or as it might ſeem to ſome out-of ſeaſon... And. 
| when he healed diſcaſes, or did other Miracles, 
he would take occaſion to preach Chriſt, letting 
_ know who. had the 9 from whom; 
they had it; and that they might have 3 
1 Benefits, pardon 5 Sin, and holineſs, 
and everlaſting Happineſs. God always cauſed. 


Savour of his knowledge by him in every place. ©, Some 
believed, Ca others believed u. Acts. 17. 
4 28. . | "= 14.4 BL HH 


: FT.com 


SEC. mn 5 NY 
1 The Apoſtte or his. Ati Bj 


zed thoſe oy were convert | 
1. Thoſe that believed profeſſed their Faith 
in x order to their being Baptized, and not only 
thas Faith but their purpoſe of obedience. So t 
=. ſtle puts the Corinthians in mind of their te 
n , and the 0 


J =, „ reer, 4 


Ae ; women at Epheſus that they had P 2 or pro- 


| Auth hath the Promiſe of Salvation 3 to it, 


4 _ "* miſed Godlineſs. And certainly the men had 
* done it as well as the women; though now he 
had occaſion to ſpeak of the women, and to 

urge their promiſe. 
A Profel ion was ſo commonly made by Chri- 
8 ſlians, that the Chriſtian Reli ion is called a 
' Heb. iii. 1. Profeſſion, and Chriſt the Hgb Prieft of our Pro- 
Rom. x. 9. feſſon. And .Confelſing, or Profeſting with the, 


as well as believing with the Heart. But every 

"Chitin was not called to profeſs his Faith be- 

fore Enemies and to ſuſſer or it: nor was he T 
: | re 


© 
7 


a i 01. 


-PaY 1 uw wu 


r 2-3: 8 


was 1 2 „ +u9- 

aye Vat” one of it; Tis mote likely ke wens | 
that. there was a Ape when every Chriſtian 
hade an open and ſolemn Profeſſion of his Faith, 
viz before he was baptized; or if he had been bap⸗ 
175 ig infancy before he came to the Lords Supper. 

Avg he muſt 17 168 walk accordingly, and join 
Vith che Church in calling on the Name of the Led, 
we. fo his Profeſſion was continued. 

hat a Profeſſion of Faith was made deſorx 
habe we ſee by Philiys dealing with the Eu- 
mc, who having been inſtructed by him defi- - 
red Bap tiſm. See dere 15 Water, what doth hinder Acts vii. 
me to be je Bapiti ed ? ' And Philip ſaid, if thou believ- 37* 
oft auth all thine Heart 171 mayeſt. And when 
the Eunuch —＋ A. Profelion fc 155 e 1 
believe that A _ 

be * him, So they Jath received i. 41. 

Peters words were baptized. .' ;© 47 24 made . 
known their believing” the word and "heir defire 
to be baptized. 

This Froſeſlon ſcems to have been 9 to 
the, miniſter that baptized a perſon, in anſwer _ 
to the queſtions propbunded by him: which an- 
ſwer was to be made ſincerely, as in the pre- ? 
ſence of God; and Mori it was the Anſwer of a, 2 0 f. 
good Conſcience towards God. And the perſon ſa- 
ved that had not only the putting away the Hh | 
of the Fleſh, or the outward. waſhing, but this 
ſincerity of Heart.” HREM 

Sometimes it was made privately, as when 
the Eunuch made it to Philip alone; and when 
the Apoſtles baprized the firſt converts in a 
place, were as yet there was no Church: ſome- 


times more publickly, when it was made before + 
the Church; thus Timothy profeſſed a good Pro- 1. Khan | 


Ion before many Witneſſes. 
What I have ſhewed from the Scripture is 
very agreeable to The account which is given _ 


13. 


B . 


"oh Serge the . hure 4 
dimes by Cypri * 5 
chers. 4 . many 7 5 haye 950 
chat this was the Original 


Tres heir Faith. 4 . They. a 1 1 

e time written down; nor 

vg . 2 as far as can bY. found, 1 

form ef 17750 yet 7. agreed ĩ * 
Profeſſion. af Faith in God the Father, 

Ef Holy Ghoſt, and alſo at = of the C C | 
_ of the Worldby vo L; of th of, 

Reſurrection and 4 

94 75 of corig 12 


were Fords in which thoſe NT —— 6, 8 ira 
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Aa vili. Phils ban * che Eunuch th 55 | ; of 
1 6 thoſe that, 1 eters word Were haps 
of i Jame day. there were added about 

4 . Kae fk And the Jailor = ppt 

. 33. took Fa and Silas. the fame Hour of the Night, 
—_— ed their Stripes; and was Hanel te 

BE 

e thir tury to ole that 
— inſtructed long from Ain on a ſuper- 
ſtitious conceit of baptizing them at the Paſſo- 
ver and Pentecoſt : but the Apoſtles baptized 
them pre ſently. 

xi. 33. But ſeeing: the Apoſtle bamized the Jaht 
and 15... and all his; and Lydia aud her. Houſhould at Phi- 
; (Cor p  lippi: and. the Honſbouls of Stephanus at Corinth - 
| it e chat he followed che Example of 7 7 fer 


um, 


enen 25 
it lam of whom it is ſaid, In the ſelf-ſame Day Gen- xvii --- 
Fo was Abraham tireuniſed, and his Son, ** 77+ A 
ta 4nd all the Men of his Houſe, born in his Houſe, 
y WM and bought with Money of the Hanger, were circum- 
ciſed with him. 80 ir it was made a Law 400 Years 
after ; when .a Stranger will keep the Paſſover to Exod. xii, 
the Lord, let all his Males be circumciſed, and then * 
let him come near and keep it, for uno uncirtumci- 
ed Perſon ſnall eat thereof. The Father and Ma- 
ſter muſt not be circumciſed alone, but muſt 
bring his Males into the Church of Hrael with 
him: ſo he muſt not be baptized alone, but 
muft bring * Family 1 into the Chriſtian Ct: arch 
with bim {| 
We may — infer, that Inſancs were bapti- 
red as well as grown Perſons: for they were 4 
Part and a principal Parr of the Houſhold, the 
Hopes of it. And as the Jeuiſo Infanrs were 
Ame in the Church of God, and in Covenant 
with him, they were now on their Parents Faith 
to be taken into the Chriſtian Church, as they 
had been before into the Jewiſh. There need- - 
ed not a ſpecial Command to rake them in: 
and yet Chriſt declared they ſhould be Mem- 
bers * his Church when he 25 of ſuch is the Mat.» xix: 
Kingdom of Heaven. But if they had been now i4. 
to be ſhut out of the Goſpel Church, there 
would have needed to be a ſpecial Command 
to warrant that. And the Jews would have ex- 
claimed againſt the Goſpel on that Account, 1 
which would have occaſioned the Apoſtles to 
give a Reaſon of their excluding Infants out 
of the Church, if they had been againſt bapti- 
zing them. But on the contrary, the Apoſtle 
os that ' Chriſtian Infants are Loh, and no L Ss, wi | 
more was ſaid of the Jewiſh. 
And ſince the Jailbr and all his were A 


"RR 
| in the N, 15 3000 were baptized, 33- i, 41+ 
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as Thor 16 1 N 9 
3 in 1+ Hay at Jenſalin, We may gather that dip- 


ping was not the only way of Baprizing which 
the Apoſtles uſed; and that they ever dipt any 
one we are not certain. It is plain from Mark 
I. 4. Luke xi. 38. Heb. ix. 10. and other Places 


N of Scripture, that the Word baprize does not figs 


: nif only dipping, but in general waſhing. ' 
3 25 Thoſe that were 3 were by their 
Baptiſm taken into the Church of Chriſt; vi. 
into the univerſal viſible Church, which con- 
_ tainerh all Chriſtians, and their Children: By 


1 Cor. xii. be Spirit are we all baptized into one Body.” So the 


13 Eunuch was brought into the Catholick Church 
by Baptiſm, but was as yet a Member of no 


{2761039 En Church. Many others were baptized 


who lived in Places where there were no Con- 
gregations of Chriſtians, This tis likely was 

the Caſe of many of thoſe who were converted 

Acts ii. 9, and baprized at Jeruſalem at the Day of Peute- 
10, 11. oft, - When they came Home they were alone, 
with 41. no other Chriſtians in the Toun or Province 
which many a one of them lived in. And the 

| firſt of thoſe that were baptized at Corinth, 

__ while the Apoſtle preached in the Jews Syna- 
gogue, could be entred only in tlie Cathalick 

7 WS But when there was a Chriſtian Church 

at Corinth, thoſe that were baptized there were 
taken alſo into that, and bound to be ſubject to 

the Paſtors of it. And thus Onefimus was a 


Philem. v. Member of the Church of Colofſe, (tho he was 


10, to 18. haptized at Rome, and had never been at Colofſe 
ſince he was a Chriſtian) becauſe he was an In- 


habitant of that Place, as being a Servant or 
Slave to Philemon, who was of that Place. One- 


Fe 72 705 ” 1 Fenn mult go thither, and ſerve his Maſter, and 


be a Member of that Congregation, yea he was 
: fo already de jure; who is one of you, ſaith the 
Kelle Gl. iv. g. He muſt now; as ane of the 
Mem- 


Members of chat Church, be Subject. to the El· 
ders of | it. 


rh nant, ſo was Baptiſm which came in the room 

o of it. The baptized were taken into Covenant 

g. vith Cod, and the Covenant was oft to be re- 
newed in the; Lord's Supper. They were bound 

er by Covenant, as Scholars in Chuilt s School, to 

WM which it was a principal one, Do this in rememe 1 Gor. zi. 

brance of nie, But all that were baptized dich, TY 

ne not preſently receive the Lord's Supper: ſome 

ch of them were Infants; others were Boys and 


d ſtructed, tho ſome much more than others; as 
the Sentiles (who. till now had known nothing 
aof the true God, or of his Word and Service, 
dor of the Fall of Man, and Promiſe of Chriſt) 
more than-Jews and Proſelytes. But the bapti- 
e; r ꝗd were by Degrees e to the Lord 8 
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K ert urdh, The Apoſtle and Silas and Tiangehg * 


h wee for a while Paſtors to the Chriſtians at Co- 5 


re 2 and held Aſſemblies for worſbipping God with 
0 Of which we have this Account given 
* — — * And he preached (ſo the Word Dre Acts xvii. 
may be rendred, as it is A&s xx. 7, 9.] in the 4. 5, 6, 7. 
„ Hragegue every Sabbath, aud perfwaded the Jews 
and the Greeks, And when. Silas and - Timotheus 
rn vere come from Macedonia, Paul- was preſſed in 

Spirit, and teſtified to the Jews that . Jeſus was 


q Chriſt. And when they oppoſed themſelves and bla- 


"F Earn = Om. wt - 


And as Circutariſon was Tiken of the Ce- Gen. wil 55 


eam and obſerve all Chriſt's Commands, or ng 


- 


Girls; and all might need to be further in- 


oa >» 


is Wl /[phemed, he departed thence and entred into a 


e certain Man's Houſe named | Juſtus, one that wor- 


4 © Hogue. , 


y / 


* 1 a 
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e ne God, whoſe Hoe. Joined hard to the Sn. 
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till he was forced to it by the Jews, op 


gerne. So that he did not leave the Synagoguis; 


| the Goſpel, and blaſpheming Chrift. Bur then 


, \ 


he went to preach at the Houſt of - Juſtus, wha 
had been a Proſelyte of the Jews, but now was 
4 Chriſtian. He lodg'd at the Houſe of Aquila; 


As xx. 2, ber. 5. but now the Meeting was at the Houſe 
Z with of Juſtus. ' When he came to Corinth the next 


om xvi. Time, the Meeting was at the Houſe of Gaius, 
who was his Hoſt, and of the whole Church, Aquila 
being then at Rome. | 


3, 23. . 


*. - > 2 
F 3 


ts xix. he did ar Epheſus, where he went into the Syna- 
8, 9. 


. 


# 


8.1 1. | 


Saen 3. Day in which he roſe from the dead, and took 


We may the better underſtand what the Apo⸗ 
ſtle did at Corinth, by comparing with it what 


gogue, and ſpake boldly for the Space of three months, 


preaching and perſwading the things concerning tha, 


Kingdom of God. But when divers were hardened, 
and believed not, but ſpake evil of that way before 


the Multitude, he departed from them, and ſeparated 
the Diſciples, preaching daily in the School of one B- 


ranms. If the Jews had received the Goſpel, 
the Apoſtle, it ſeems, would have turned ic 
Synagogue into a Chriſtian Church; for he did 
not go away till they drove him' away : but 


rhen he ſeparated the Chriſtians from them, and 


began a Church in another Place. For the 
Word Ecclefia, a Church, ſignifies a Congregation; 
an A/ſembly, or Meeting of Chriſtians: this 
was held at Corinth at the Houſe: of Juſtus, as 


that at Epteſus was in the School of 'Tyrannus, 


the Church of Corinth began, and Chriftian 
hes were held from this Time forw 
As t theſe we may conſider: + 
_ 1. "Phe, Time when they were held; and this 
was every Week on the fit Day, which the 


y 


. Rer. ll 10. Apoſtles, and from them the Chriſtian Churches 
—  Bx00-2X. in all Places, called the Lord's Day, it being the 


id 


R 
8, 
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| Apoſtles on the Day of his Reſurrection, 8 
gare them a new Commiſſion for the Work of 4455 f. of 


1 


ir lor his'own Day. God had commanded the 


Iſraelites to keep a Sabbath or one Day in ſe- 


ven; yea, he had appointed a Sabbath to be 

kept holy by all Mankind at the Beginning of © 

the World. But the Nations loſt by degrees 

the of it, and of that true God | 

that made the World. The {ſrackites were en- Deut. v. 10 

joined to keep it as a Day of Reſt, in Remem- 

brance not only of God's Reſt, but of their 'own 

Reſt from the Bondage of Egypt: And the Jews 

made the outward Reſt of the Body greater in 

ſome Reſpects by their Traditions, than God 

had made it by his Law. But whatever there 

was of a meer Ceremonial Reſt: enjained to the | 
elites, and not neceſſary to the Holineſs or | 

Vork of the Day, Chrift fulfilled-it by lying in 

the Grave that Day, and fo aboliſhed it, and 

changed the Sabbath, which was made holy at 

the Beginning, from the ſeventh Day of the 

Week to che rl, by his Riſing again that Day, - 

So that this is now the Chriſtian Holy-Day, and 

hath been ever fince. Chriſt: appeared to the John xx. 1, 


and 19,21, 22, 


the Miniſtry. He to them the ſame 
Day the next Week when Thomas was with 
them. And a little above 40 Days after he 
poured out the Spirit upon them, when they 
were all together on the firſt Day of the Week. 


The Diſciples at Troas came together on the firſt Acts xx. 6, | 


Day of the Week to break Bread, and Paul preached 7- 
to them in the Night for Fear of Perſecutors. 
And he ſeems to have ſtaid ſeven Days that he 
might be at this Meeting. And in his firſt 
had done the Churches of Galatia, to make 1, 2. 
their Collections for the poor Saints at Jeruſa- 
lem on the ft Day of the Week, . 
l | | | ay 


Epiſtle to the Corinthians he directs them, as he ; car. x1; | 


\ ' 
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Day of "their Aſſemblies.” And' it appears by 
3 bub. Part of a Letter of Diomſius Biſnop o Crvinth, | 
3 _ 5 * Juſtin Martyr; and other antient Chriſtian Wri- 
3 ters, that that Day was 8 by Wi 
ſtians from the Apoſtles Days. 
., The Duties of God's Worſhip; which” were 
performed! in the Chriſtian Aſſemblie. 
| = r. The Reading the Scriptures of the Old 
| | 'Feſtamont!” The. reverent Reading and Hears 
ing thele Writings, waich-were given by Inſpi- 
ration of the Spirit of God, is a Part of Wor- 
5 © nip uch gives Glory to God, as much as any 
other Part. And the. Jeut had been wont to 
ſpend much · of the Time of their Aſſemblies in 
_ Reading che Scripture. So that had this Part 
3 been caſt out or neglected by Chri- 
ſtians im cheir Aſſemblies, the unbelieving eur 
would have reproached them, and have juſtifi- 
= _ edhemfelves in their Unbelief; and — be- 
_ 2  HevingFews,=(and: Proſelytes, that had been 
wont to go to the Fews Synagogue, it may be 
| .' -- _ chiefly that they might hear the Scriptures read;) 
=_  ' - wonld have been ſtumbled; and all would have 
© | wanted a principal Means of their Edification. 
But de are aſſured by Jaſtin Martyr, and other 
8 Fathers, that the Scriptures were read in the y 
Chriſtian Aſſemblies. Tis likely» that ſome of w. 
the Goſpels might have been writtten before 
Wy this Time too, and now- read in the Church of 
FE A 0mmd; And about this Time the Apoſtle wrote 
' _ _ . the firſt Epiſtle to the Theſſalonians,” which was 
|. | _ the firſt of all the Epiſtles: in the Lime of Wris: 
3 ting, and there he ſolemnly charges the Elders 
I Theſſ. v. that it ſhould be read to all the holy Brethren. 
pop oC Seeing the Scriptures are the holy Oracles df 
- God, and are to be read by all, they may and 
ſnould be read to all: the rather becauſe very 
wer Hearers cannot read, nu {ſeldom can ro 
1 1 


36% 


ene E s. 


them · tead but in the Congrega 
that can read, will be the more excited and en- 
couraged to read them in their Families and 
Cloſers, hen they ſee ſuch a Value put upon 
them that they are continually read in the 


tion ard thoſe 


1 
. 
& 
1 
.v 
: . 


lick Aſſemblies. But if the publick Reading be vi: i nas; 4 


ſlighted and neglected, as à needleſs thing,” that 
no Part of the Time of God's s Worſhip ſhould 
be ſpent in, ſurely the private ROY will be 


the leſs regardet. e 


2. Preaching or Teaching, e Chis * 
ſtians, bringing nes to moreKnowledge;ftrong- = 
er Faith, greater Comfort, andi ſuitable Practiſe 
in all Holineſs of Heart and Life; and for con- 
yerting. any Unbelievers who 
the Aſſembly. This was the great Work of the 


he come into A 


Apoſtles. - Chiiſs+ſent- me nur 10 baptize,” I Car 1. 
preachthe Goſpel (ſaĩth Paul:) and in this Work ger = 3 


he was continually employed in teaching 5” 
lickly, and from Houſe to Houſe.” And all the 
Apaſtles gave themſelves continually to Prayer, and 
to the Miniſtry of the Word. And Chriſt himſelf 


was commonly called by his Diſciples 3 Hv. 5 


46, © the Teacher, which is often Englifhed lr 


Maſter, and was almoſt always teaching publick- 
ly or privately. And this is the-great Means 
which God hath appointed for bringing to Re- 


pentance, and Faith. Fuith comes by Hearing. Rom. * 


And true Faith is never without Repentance, 
nor true Repentance without ſuitabſe Fruits. 
And the Apoſtle ſhewed to Jeus and Gentiles, 


that they *ſbould repent and turn to God, and do gte. . ; 


Works meet for | Repentance. He taught publickly 2: 
and from Houſe to Houſe-—-Repentance towards 
God, and Faith in our Lord Jeſus Chriſt: And he 


charzed Timothy; and in him all Elders, preach i Tim. ir. 
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peter i 
tg. Singing. In the Church of Corinth thers 
were ſome that compoſed Pſalms, by the Ins 
—_ of — of theſe the A — 
Ĩcðdor. xiv. ſaith, muben ye come together every one of "you. 
5 — 4 hath a Doctrine, hath a Tongue L 
Vvelariom, hub an Interpretation. | "Fas all things be 
dune to edihing. And a little before he: ſaith, 1 
v. 15. will fing with the Spirit, and I will fing with the 
ag. "+ undetanding alſo, to teach them not to ſing in 
8 an unknown Tongue, unleſs ſore! interpreted 
| what was ſung, that all the Congregation might 
be ediſed. Third he Aire the Epheſ 
- Col.iti. 16. ans and-Colfſians to fing Pſalms and Hymns and 
5 1 9. ritual Songs : i. e. Davids Pſalms of which cheſs 
are the Titles, as ſome learned Men obſerve. 
In ſinging theſe they were to teach and admo- 
niſh one another; every one by reciting and 
bheearing the Wordsin Singing, was both to teach 
and learn. 
4. The Lords Supper. This Goring to have 
been adminiftred ſoon to thoſe which were bap- 
Acts ii41, tized-at Jeruſalem. —-- they cominned in the 
42. Dobtrine of the Apoſtle, and in Fellowſhip, and in 
Breaking f Bread, and in Prayers, So tis likely 
the Apoſtle: adminiſtred it to the Chriſtians at 
Corinth, ſoon after he had left the Fews Syna- 
gogue, and held a Chriſtian Aſſembly. But he 
did not give it to all that came to the Aſſem- 
| bly: for ſometimes there came in not only 
Cor. xiv. thoſe that were wnlearned but Unbelievers. Nor 
23. did he give it to all that were baptized : for 
ſiome of them were Infants. And 1 in ſome 
| Places N it to Infants, in Cyprian's Time 
ry 200 Years after this; yet this was an abſurd Pra- 


\ 


ctiſe, which ſome or other brought in of their 
own Heads, as they did many others, and were 
| 3 . to 


reprove, m -exbort * ber- on! 


Ki ; oft Ca av q n vs. 2 
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ſelves,” nor joln in the Prayers then made, erte a 
diſcern th Lords Body, without which they could a | 


be Receivers, And the \Infancs in Jrae," di 
not eat klie Paſſover though" gh t. R. n 


n it N 


But if all the 8 not reſently f 
to 225 Lord's Supper Al tn 


one by one. The Ay 8 ſee hör 1 


had profited by dy Eurer 
ledge they had, = Shack Converſations 
were. He was forward to Nenne all Occaſions : 
to wars aud feuch ever "Min m all Mum; - X 
therefore would not fail to take this Portuni | 
ty to diſcourſe with them. And it would 
no leſs neceſſary that thoſe, that were at f 
baprized' in Infahcy, ſnotild afterward woot 
age, be brought to the Lords Supper, on dus * 4 
trial of their fitneſs for irt. B 

But as the Church, of Nas FO to hays bad 
the Lord's Supper every Lord's Day, fot may 
om CO. eee had. This 90 inti- Ads xx. 7. | 
mated in theſe Words, when yr come together — 3 
into one Plate, this it not to eat t Lord's Supper, 3 £ 
for in bo; every one taketh befort other his ois Sup» 0 
per. q. d. come together in the Church, 
as you do er 1 Tord $ Dey, you do not 
your ſelves a8 if a principal part of your buſt- — 
neſs was to Eat the Lord's Supper; bit as if ,ẽ © - / 
came to à common Meal. 12 is the leſs Won 
der, if the Sacrament was miniſtred every Week, 
ſeeing :Serifices were offered at the Temple 
14 — eyery Day. And as the Sacrifices 1 

intedl to foreſhew that Chriſt was to die, 
the Sacranzent is to ſhew that be hath died 

65 our Sin, and ir riſen again for our Fuſtification. ö 
ne beni it may be intimated that in moſt 

RES I" 


5 TheQna 6% 
=. Ga rehes che ould. be Monthly amen 
if =. 5 e Aeris od in other 1 8 
3 fe Vans 6-3 phinly frat of, ol 
— e 71 Tram one N New- 

4 * | ctr, a Ty Fer 'ath ta another, 
5 — ei dige te aun 
105 me, 2 and, the Lord. Cf pel Ordinances, 
# and Priviledges, are Fu ſet forth in the 

Id Feltament, . by terms r "0 


5 * 


— * Prayer, and Thankſgiring 
often mentioned a d enjoyned. "1 . 


"FE hs Apoſtle prayed in the Synagogue, or with 
„ all that he Gene 5 we do not read. Po- 


f he 8 8 Prayer and Praiſe may 
may, be known. to de Hocke by. natural, Light, 
But it is certain that ay d 1 che Com» 
, municants, at The Lo upper t he neither 
; 1520 0y Forms of Prayer compoled by others, 
nor did he compoſe any for. others. And we 
= find that any ſuch were ever compoſed 
| 5 above 300 Years after his Time. Nor do 
nge find that the Lond's Prayer was ever uſed by 
1 7 "he Apoſtles in the Church. It was given to 
| e the Poehe to be uſed as a family — and 


they were to pray after that Manner, every Day, 
wh they were Chriſt's. Family, and lived u 
= Gods Providence: for they were to ſay 
| not only on ſome one Day, but every Day one as 
1 well as another, Give us this day our daily bread. 
It was fit Ems LARRY, ſhouldy Jos 8 in Pray- 


F t Ph for Chriſt could not be thei 
9 cn it, an a 


_— had need to. do 
1 Daily, forgive us on Num. And I ſuppoſe that 
Z ne ng taught his Diſciples to pray, not in pub- 


any ſuch, though hi 
vera! Families, However Our Lord $ [Appointivg 


CB 3G + . wb 


Aſſemblies, for ME find not that they beld 
mlelf did; but in their ſe- 


eee 8. "'B: 15 
nts, * | 
this Prayer to be his Family, 18 8 1 8. 
60 1 8 ra 3 
yl Chic at F Families. * En N the A 9 1 
ner pray inth he CHhrch 1 . nm 


hen 2 1 
1 ans, 7 Fray with't "at ated I bill pr4 
2 the utiderſtanding alſo. A a known phe} 7 
| why all the Aſſembly An underſtand!!! The 
| regoi e e Words which, "as fdthe 54 
* a = of Ie or gin thaitktar' the v. 16. 
N ſhew wy $ be his meaning | 
But got che Apoltle only prayed with the | 
Spirit, bur the Paſtors at did ſo when he 
was gone; as EA ſhews itt that Place, and directs- f 
them to 4⸗⁰ it in a Foo Tongue. And ak | 
Chriftians” are 7 to fray in 33 : 


Gho and to A, with 
| Bcation Ms bers watchin "7 —— 18. 
1% with all 1 An it is ſaid of all. 


55 rag in 0 Snell, the Spirit helpeth our ne em 
ſed ier: not what we pray for ar 4 
do ue 44 bur the Spirit” ir felf makith Bs: 
by for us, with granings which cannot be 3 So 
that pr the Spirit was not a gift pecu- 
1 lar Ss 2 A0 5 les, and to die with them: but 
47 other Gitta elpecidlly Miniſters, had it as 
W. Nell as they; and; it is to continue in the Church 
fo to the end of the World. And to this may 


abe apply d 7 general Rule, which is giten as 

oF the e SH; ews. were left to their bx 

7 neſs, and dhe in 8 1 75 Servant caſt into out- Mat. xiii. 

er Her Darkneſs.” ry, one that hath and uſeth; n 9 


40 al! be groen, 52 7 he all have abundlace's but 
from hin that Bath not, 175 -uferh not, Hach it to 
h 


no purpoſe, hath it as if he had it nde, hall be ES 
ay, eden that Thich he burn. 


1d | taken 


6. Diſcipline or the cating" out of the Church 

ouch *Shadgrievouſly ſraned; and receiving thoſe: 

ais 0 again that 2 We ſee how the! lpoſtle 
FE 01567 107 Oe 
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e Ode, , 4 


"a: Elders to this. 1 Cor. And be⸗ 
cauſe: they neglected their Duty * threatens 
2 Cor. xii. tha if he came again 4. — take the 


J. . 
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Chair, and do it. If F come again 1 will me ſpare. 


Au inthe Mouth of two or three Witneſſes ſhall 
| "a every ord. be eſtabliſhed, © If he would do this 


when he came again, tho? now they had Paſtors 
ſertled with them, much more would be do it, 
if there was Occaſion, before he had ordained 


tem any other Paſtors, and while he and Silas 


and Timotſy were their only Paſtors ; and when 
he had ordained them Paſtors, but was ſtill with 
them to lead and guide 20\ * as, their 


Chairman. 


7. Adding new Members to the Chitch by 
tiſm, and admitting Thoſs d that were quali- 

to the Sacrament, and ſo advancing them 
to . higheft Form in Chriſt's School. "Thoſe 


. that baptized the firſt Members, 'and admitted 


Baptiſm; to miniſter the Lord's Supper to hem 


the firſt Communicants to the Sacrament, would 


6 


5 96 Nos s E 0 T. e Tr Hs 
/ Fourthly, They ordained. 3 Ele, as Aa 


v. 23. % were alſo called Biſops, Paſtors, Teach- 
ert, and Rulers: There was a Neceſſity of their 


ordaining ſach ; for the Apoſtle, and Silas, and 


 Timathy-could not ſtay Bu with them to be 
their Paſtors, but muſt go to preach the Goſpel 
in other Places, and to conſtitute other Churches, 
And unleſs they ordairied them Elders before 
they went, when they were gone the People 


would. have none to add any more to them 7 


ta make their publick or common Praye? 
reach to them: to read the Scriptures to «hy ; 


f or t to hold Chriſtian Aſſemblies; or to rule them, 
pared for their SOUS: * enn 


Coy „ A hoes 8 ea” all 


- 


9 Cao den E s. 29 * 
Auk ſome. of . muſt be ordained. 

There were then no Chiiſtian Schogls and U- 
iverſities to bring up Men, for the Miſtry. | 

And ws mar iſ th or the BY, 

that had been hong 


ere 26. 


and Diſputers of „ el were general 


could have been Paſtors brougir rom other 
Places to Corinth, thoſe that ſhew'd 0 little In- 
clination to maintain the Apoſtle, that he thou 
it moſt prudent to take nothing of them, for 5:47 Ars 
ſhort Time while he was with "uſe bur work 2 


— 


for his Living with his own Hands, would not e 
have been very willing to maintain two br three 4 


ers and their Families; nor perhaps able 

to do it. So that the only way do be taken 

was, to ordain ſome of themſelves to be Paſtors 
to the reſt. If there were none that were fo 
fit for the Work as was to be deſired, the fit- 
teſt muſt be taken that were to be hat. 

And there muſt have been ſome among them, 
who were fitted for the Office of Paſtors, by Sa 
the extraordinary Gifts of the Holy Ghoſt, 8 
as they could not elfe have been bi many Rea 
Srady's for. they came behind in no ) Git. Nine 1 Cor. i. 
ſeveral Gifts are metitioned. ts. Hs 6. 

1. To one is given the rd, or "Spe 1 * 


Wiſdem, ſo that he could ſpeak ſome great My- 


ſteries, things not commonly underſtood, or conu - 
ſidered by Chriſtians. Thus the Apoſtle "{pake'  , 


Wiſdom among them-that were perfect; and hen d Cor üg 4 1 


this Gift. in writing much of his Epiſtles. 

2. To another the Word of Knowledge, or an op 
Ability to explain thoſe Truths which were to "IAG 
be known by all Chriſtians, ſuch as are contain FER. 


in the Creed, Lord's Pra yer, ten Command 


ments, and the Inffturion of the Sacrgigents, ; "i 


not many 1 Cor. i. : 
called by the Gol] 1 be wile, there, 18. * | 
ſpiſers of it, and Enemies to it. And if 4 N a 


% 
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a e any fick among you ? Let him cal "ud 


*. 1 * 
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on 236 e 23, 60 36 the 


* ihe (tech 11m. - 
fr Fait, ; nar. Jultifyin Faith & 
Apel, and truſt 1 Kue be 

BY in bis Bod: a. this. was 130 es 
ny «bi gl 1900 We bu I 71 8 ei 
Tus I that I caull're- 
mani. 15 ſeeing he mentions Gitts 
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eee meln Sinne biles. This was about A. D 
s. for Hegefippus went from Garinth to Roms, 
and ſtayed there till the time of Anicerus, who i 
'Bithap of Rowe, abour 157. After him Nima 
was Hiſnop of Girinth, when Sher was Biſhop ei 
Ch. 22. Rome, about AD: 170. Some; fragments of j1ls | 
EBspiſties mention Biſhops in divers Churches. BY 
cone written to the. Church of Rohre, from che 
Church of Camutb, he mentions Ster their Hiſhop: 
and ſays}to Day tue hade kept:the Lords Day holy, # 
ritten rous Clement. If hat Epiſtie of Clemen 
was written when he had the Chaip at Rome, 1 

| h * 0 ] 
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ith, 


Was gone, Jet ſeeing 5 was got en away from 


ASH 11 85 N o 
2 88 was D. 91. Then 
Church of Caen had * Air had from 
B52; who werealſCalled apt, Paſtors, Ru> 
je Tent, but one of them roult have hall the e 
Chit 8 che nene Bilhop did not begin 7 
t be opp Mare ro him 5 — che md} _ 
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> {erthers ars gael = 
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ö 
9 
| 
1 
8 


— > 


that che 'Epifttes aſcribed (d 
5 were for writen till after that time. The 9 
ice of the firftElder or Prefident, was from the 1 
b but for'onght I can find he was not = 
ca ed the Bifh tilabout or near loo years after. | 
15.) Ascot e time when ehe Apoſtle ordained Ac xvii, *Þ 
Elders'at Corinth, it was in the Fear an fix **- | 


/ 


None pops continued there. lyit as 
beet beginping of chat time, ſoon after 
1 be 5 Hoy For tho he was d- 
= aw Theſſalonicaby Perſecution, when Acts vu. 
Nh 0 =; 80 Hep there; yet we find by both * 2 
ND, which' were written ſobn 
Ke ey had Paſtors to take care of _ 
"Na ny ſoon ordained Elders in Aan 
Church. 80 that it is likely the Holy Ghoſt, was 3 
foon, 2 1 ſome of thoſe that were firſt on- 
verted, to fit them for the NMiniſtry; and that 9 
tley 5 pref itly ordained'to 1 ee of che 
Apoſtle wa 8 by the Spirit whom to af- | 
dam; aud Gifts were” Siven t og | np 2251 
the Mice. bet N. o. 11 F 
COUNNE YE. BY ;e $2 on. = may IS Mt 
a nb, m6 2 Nob! 120 I 


""Fifthly, 97 dained them Deptons. Sack thets 


were in 49 of Jeruſalem, and Philip- 
di, and in all Churches as it 'appea 


rs by the anti- 
ent Writers; therefore it 5 to be doubted _ . 
there were ſuch at Corinth, And though the El- 
ders of Cin could direct che People to choeſe 

ſuch, and could ordain them when the Apaſtle 


Vin. 


1 ur. 
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” i. 
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| Ominth by Basen, as he was 1 * 
other places, tis the more likely he tn ſee 
: the Church fully ſettled before he went. 
Blut if the Ap poſlle ordained Deacons, he he did 
A wich Sils and: 1 mm and. 5 ee 
 Ovrinth for all the les joined in. r 
Aassvi.6. Deacons at Jeruſalem, py Prayer and daying 9 
of Hands. N 
lame Spirit, he would act in the | 
| that they did. And as the Apoſtles, aue 
che Brethren at Feruſalem, to chooſe: 3 
cons, ſo would Paul direct thoſe at hrinib. 
no doubt they choſe ſuch as they thought fit- 
teſt and liked beſt. But as the Apoſtles at Jer 
mfſalem required that the ſeven, ſhould be A 
* of hoteft Report, full of the Holy.Ghoſt and Wiſdom, 
and before they ordained —— would be ſatiſ- 
, fed that they were ſo: in like manner this Apo- 
le would ſee that thoſe which he ordained „ 
x Tim. iii. CONS ſhould: be grave, not double-tangued, 
8.9 given to much Wine, not greedy of fly — 
me the Myſtery of the Faith in a pure Conf 

according to the Rule, which he = 

laid down, by the inſpiration of the Spirit of G 

The Word — ſignifies a Miniſter, and 

q ſometimes a Servant? and a Miniſter is an ho- 

fonrable kind of Sefrane, like Officers und 

5 Judges, or the Levites, under the Prieſts in 

5 dr It comes from the Latin word B 
* and that from the Greek Diaconot, which our 
Tranſlators agliſp ſometimes A 


and 


er it a Deacon only, Phil. i. and 1. Tim. iii. 
Phil. i. 1. We may conſider the Places. , Pau} and T7. 
Tote mothy, to all the Saints which are at Philippi, with 
; | the Overſeers. and Miniſters. The Word Biſhop 
7 comes from the Latin Epiſcopus, as that om 
| the Greek Epiſcopos, and our Tranſlators rend- 
er ä Acts. 20. 287 not Biſhops, as they 
commonly 


above twenty times a Miniſter, but they rend- 
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* The Elders; hare! 
whom the Apoſtle ſent for, v. T7. "are called 
Biſhops or Overſeers of that Church. So thoſe 


Biſhops, or Overſeers at Philipps, were the El- 


cammonly do, bit by the plain" Kg Over: 
dhe Church of. Epheſus, 


ders or. Paſtors of that Congregation, and had 


Peatons or Miniſters under them. 
n Tim. 3. when che Apoſtle Had ſhewed 
how, a, Biſhop or Overſeer muſt be qualified,” v. 
2. % 7, he ſays, v. 8, /fhewiſe myſtthe Nn fert 
he Habe. And v. 10. may be rendred, and ler 
theſe allo firſt be proved,” or approved, then tet them 
Miniſter being blameteſs, i. e. let them do the Of- 
fice of Miniſters in fach manner as they ought, 
ſo as not to deſerve blame for their negligen 

or unfaithfulnefs; V. 12. let the Miniſters 2 the 
Husbainds of one Wife, i. e. ſuch as have not put 


away one. Wife, and married another preſently 


out of Luft, as was commonly done among Jes 
and Heathens, Though ſuch a Man might be 


baptized, and admitted to the Sacrament upon 
his repentance, | yet be ſhould not be ordained 3. 
either Elder or Miniſter, while his Wife was a- . 

ve. Laſtly, v. 1 3. is rendred by our Franſlators Tit.i. s. 


in the Margin, for the that haut miniſtred well 
purchaſe to themſelves a gui degree. Thus the word 
Digconos might be fendred Miniſter in all places, 


I 25 it is in moſt places of the New Teſtament. 


_ The Work of Deacons or Miniſterg, was to 
look after the Poor, but not that only, but al- 
ſo to gather and disburſe the Churches ſtock, 


which,was raiſed as well for maintaining the Pa- 
ſtors, and nc the Charge of the "Sacra 
ment and other Or 

Poor. And ſome take the Tables at Feruſalem ,' 
which were to be ſerved, to have been the Ta- 


rdinances, as for relieving the 


ble of the Lord, and the Tables of the Apoſtles, 


ag well as the Tables of the Poor. And as they 
Huſt collect and Feep and disburſe the Churches 


Tr ea | 


v. 4. c. 
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Acts vi. 2, 
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T reaſure bythe di direction of the Paſtors, ſo they 
muſt keep Books of Accounts, And give acco 
of their, 466; to the 2. to whom ; the 
muſt be ſubje&. in all thi Es as Officers in'the 
State are to Rulers. But er being ordain- 
ed to ſerve Chriſt in his Church, were not on- 
ly to relieve the bodily Wants of the Poor, but 
to teach, reprove, exhort, encourage and 12 
fort for the good of their Souls, as there m 
be Occaſion and Need. They might be em 7 
ed by the Elders, as Meſſengers to call O Offent 
ers and Witneſſes, and on many other occ = 
They might read the Scripturein the Congre 
tion, ſet the Pſalm, read the Table 
Fords s Supper, and the Elements ge th to 
any that were abſent, but) to the Communicants, 
2 were at a Diſtance from it. They might 
loyed in educating young ones, the Child- 
ren e Church, and the Hope . 1 it far time 
to come, to teach them to kh well, to cate- 
chiſe them, or to explain the chief Principles of 
Religion to them, and to teach them the hiſto 
rrical and plainer parts of Scripture, as their age 
was capable of learning; that as they grew 
the Paſtors might find them fitted to their Hand, 
if key dete of Knowledge being laid. And 
they ſhould teactf all kinds of Learning to fit 


them or the Miniſtry or other Callings, and do 


it for a Reward as other Teachers did, I ſuppoſe 
it would be a Work well befitting the Miniſters 
of the Church, that were not Paſtors in it. How 
much might they further the Succeſs of Paſtors, 
and promote Vertue and Godlineſs, the Peace of 
che Church, and the Salvation of Souls by do- 

ing that Work well? And who ſo fit ro be en- 
_ truſted with the education of the Children of 
the Church, as good Miniſters in the Church. 

Many think becauſe the | ſeven were cho- 
* hep the Apoſtles 1 in taking care of the 


Doch, 


„„ c TR 


Kt 


c Cnvikenrs. 35 


Poor, that this mould be all the Work of Dea⸗ 
cons; but it does not follow from thence: The 


Levites in Iſrael were conſecrated to guard the 
Tabernacle, to take it down, carry it when the 


amp remoyed, and to ſet it up again. And Num. ii. 
the Cerſbonites were charged with the Curtains, &c: 25, to 37). 


the Merarites with the Buards, &c. the Kohathites Num. iv. 
with the Ark, Table, Candleſtick, Altars and Lauer.“ 33. 
But though this was the Work they were firſt 
appointed for, their Office did not ceaſe when 
the Tabernacle was ſetrled at Shiloh, Still they 
were to aſſiſt the Prieſts about their Sacrifices 

nd in other things, when they needed them. 
And in the Temple, ſome of them were Trea- 
ſurers, ſome Door-keepers, ſome Singers, &c. 
Others of them were Scribes or Teachers in 
their Synagogues ; for it is ſaid they Hall teach, 2 Chron. 


Jacob, thy Fudgments ; and, Iſrael, thy Law, So xv. 13. 


though the ſeven were to aſſiſt the Apoſtles in Deut. 
looking after the Poor, it does not follow that that 


was to be all the work of their Office or Order. 


Stephen the firſt of them provoked the 


by his zealous Endeavours to convert the Uebe. Acts vi. 8, 


lievers. And his Doctrine was confirmed by 9-70 
Miracles, And when ſome would diſpute with 
him, they were not able to refiſt the Wiſdom, and 


' the Spirit by which he ſpake. 
So Philip when forced from Jeruſalem, by Per- 


ſecutioh, went to Samaria, and preached the Go- 
ſpel there, and baptized many. After this 


he inſtructed and baptized the Eunuch, and 


preached in all the Cities from Az otus to Cæſaren, Acts 8 lt, 
which were above 60 Miles diſtant. He euange- 4% 
lized all the Cities, fill d them with the Goſpel, 
converted many Souls in them, who made Pro- 
ſeſſion of the Golpel. How long he was abour 
this Work, or how long he ſtaid in a Place we 
know not : but about 25 Years after we find thar 
he had an Houſe and Family, at Caſarea, and 
| OI entertain-. 


| 


XXX111. 10; 
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% The Or1G hn 
entertained Paul and his Company. Me that wers 
— of Paul's Company, Ge THe: e and came 
8,9. o Cæſarea; and weentred 7 the Houſe of Philip 
the Evangeliſt, ( which was one. of the Seven) and 
, abode with him. Aud the, ſame Man had foul 
. . Daughters, Virgins, which did propheſy. By this it 
is plain, that the Perſon ſpoken of was not Philip I - 
the Apoſtle, for then Luke, would have ſaid "he Nl - 
was one of the tivelye, but Philip the Deacon, 
one of the ſeven. And he is called an Evan- = | 
gel or. Preacher of the Goſpel, becauſe of the 


— 


Work he did, which was that he went about from 
Place to Place to.convert Unbelievers. Tis cer- 
tain that he d d. ſo at firſt, and probable that 
he continued to do ſo. Though he had an Houſe 
ar Cæſarea, where his Family Fept, yet he might 
be much, abroad. Luke does not fo much as in- 
timate that he was an Elder in the Church of Cz- 
ſarea, or that he ever was ordained an Elder, but 
rather the contrary, when he ſays that he was 
one of the ſeven, of whoſe Election, and Ordi- 
nation he had given an Account before. So that 
1 the Caſe of Philip ſeems to have been this: he 
| - was forced on a ſudden upon the Death of Se 
> þhen, and the preſent Rage of Perſecutors, to fly 
] from Jeruſalem, And knowing that by the Or- 
BY dination he had received as a Deacon or Mini: 
er, he had Authority to preach and baptize, 
he did ſo at Samaria, and had wonderful Suc- 
ceſs. But that theſe new Converts might hare 
the Lord's Supper and conſtant Preaching and 
Diſcipline, and Paſtors to watch for their Souls, 
Peter and John were ſent to ordain them Elders, 
But Philip, is called of God to inſtruct and bap 
tize the Eunuch. From him he is caried by the 
Spirit, to Acou¹ or Aſterd: thence he goes to 
other Places, and hath great Succeſs every were. 
In this way for ought that appears he ſpent his 
Life, chocſing rather to continue in the rank he 
| RIO? | | n 
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« - 

- o 
| 


baptize? In 


of CHURCHES 
was in, than to be advanced to any higher de- 


e or order in the Church; having by this 


means the opportunity to do to but 
not the charge of Souls to rot an account of. 
And the Spirit of God ſeems to have left this 
Example thus on Record to ſhew how far the 
Miniſters Office extends. They may preach and 
baptize if allowed by Elders in their own 
Church: or if they be forced away or diſmiſſed 
may pirach and baptize Infidels ' 
Why. ſhould it ſeem incredible or ftrange to 
any, that only Elders may adminiſter the Lords 
Supper, and yet that Deacons or Miniſters may 
| Hall only the Prieſts might offer In- 
cenſe, or. ſprinkle the Blood of the Sacrifices, 
yet the Levites might kill, and flea, and divide 
the;Sacrifices. The Levites might carry the Ark 


and other holy things when the Prieſt had cove- Num. iv. 
red them, but muſt not touch them nor ſee them 15,18, 1g, 


uncovered left they ſhould die. But the Iſraelites *** 
might not bear them as the Levites might. The 
Levites were to teach the People in their Syna- 
pogues: and thoſe that were neither Prieſts nor 
Levites, might circumciſe. Whilſt our Saviour 
was on Earth, the Apoſtles were appointed to 
preach and baptize, but he himſelf adminiſtred 
the Supper. So when he was gone into Heaven, 
the Twelve adminiſtred the Supper, ordain- 
ed and. governed, but the Seven. might preach 
and. baptize. God is a God of Order, and all 
that are in his Houſe muſt know their Places, 
and walk accordingly. Ok" ri 2 
We may conclude tliat the relieving the Poor, 
was not to be the whole work of Miniſters, be- 
cauſe when. the Apoſtle many years after ſpeaks 


of them, he requires ſome of the Qualifications 1 Tiw. ii 
as in Biſhops or Elders, and that they maſt hold 8.9. 


the Myſtery of the Faith in a pure Conſcience, but 
ſays not a Word of 8 taking care of the * 
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The Aue were by their Confecration, ſepe-. 

| Num. rated, from amon . Children of Mruel, . 
25 theFords, and Te? e him in doing ſomeè Werke 
* which, dther Aſraelites. 11 91 e 80 m- 

: tters 5 'by thet t os Ordination, ſeperated from 
Kh Gene 4 oe: che Tord To RNs him in 

bs Chick, and t kh me Works that other 

. Shins ti mig ht I Tore antient 

3 20 "Churche$they might bl Wh Ard" rely iti'ary 
5 the xefor mech rede they” may” preach a8 


barioners, if fir for it, and all ved' by the 
| Eiders,! as yell as, or - rather than any Others 
Wgzen theſe five things were is Thi ſhe | 
Were converted,” and pa ptized; and an aſſemb- 
"Jy. of hem held, elch rd's Day for che Wor⸗ 
f ſhip. of God, by. the Apoftles' and his Aſſiſtants 
as Paſtors for t e time; and Elders ordained; 
and. Miniſcers; 1 know not any thing more that 

was. done to make them 4 Church. The. Apo- 
le not long after left them to the care of Gi 
_ Elders, or Biſhops, as he did the Church 8 

b ' Edbeſus, to their Elders, 'ro whom he ſays, rake 
4 xx. 1j eld 70 your ſelves. Aud to all the Flock over avhich 
: . the Holy Gh. ft bath made you Biſhops,” to feed *the 
Church . Cod. This! Is pla, 160% 5 12. and 
40. 2 Cir. 2. 6. And in ai other 
Feet ih in thoſe E piſtles.” He does not ſpeak to 
one, Ruler but many. The Church was not * 
led by one Prelate, but by a Presbytery, i 

by many Elders, the firft of whom Wis Profiden 
or Chairman. So the "Apoſtle Perer leſt the 


care of the Churches of many Nations to thei! 


1 e ders, who were to tale the over fight Y them, 0 
I. 1. Were Biſhops or Overſeers . 

| Dat as long as the Apoſtle was near Corinth 

yea. as long as he could, he took cart of them 

as he did of other Churches which he had plant: 

| cor gi ec. That which came upon bim dath was th 

28. ae of all zhe Churches; not of all in the World 

2 many 


. 


RN 


ts 
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| would be full and large Chygches in time. Such 


een 59 
many of which he knew little or nothing of; 
but tap of all that he had. planted, which were ver 
many. He did not as b falſe Apoſtles, 45M 8 
himſelf beyond his meaf; ure -y— 2 himſelf of 14,15, 16. 
things without his meaſure 4 ot her mens labours,-- 


| or" in another". Mans time, of things 1 made ready to tis 


Hand. His. conſtant” work was to plant new 
Churches, and as much as he could to Water 
thoſe which he had plantsd. 

In few Places Td, the Apollle ſtay ſo long 3 
at Corinth; but either. he ig driven away by Per- 5 
ſecution;. or called away/by God to other Pla- 
ces. Therefore in ſome 7208 when a few were 
converted, and fitted for the Miniſtry, by the 
Gifts of the Spirit, he preſently ordained them 
Elders, though. as yet 55 was no Church, or 
ſcaroe any beſides the Elders, and their Families, 
to aſſemble together. Thus Titus was left in 


| Creet, to ordain Elders in every City, where there Tit. i. 5, 6, 


were a ny Chriſtians fir for that Office, if any 78,9. 

were Hamel, and ſo qualified as the Ap poſtle 

directed. Theſe Eldets would by Gods work. 
with them convert more Chriſtians, and there 


(EP. ad Cor, 
C. 42. 


were ordamed as Clemens Remanus ſaith, for l 
that ſhould afterwards believe. 

But tho',.the, Apoſtle ſtay d 2 Tear and, fix Age m 
Mouths-at Corinth, 5 God had much People in 10, 11. 
that City: the Church was Parochial or Con- 
gregational, i. e. they met together in one Place, 

This is plain from many Places in the firſt Epi- 

file, which was written to them from Epheſus 


four or five. Years after. When ye are gather d 


together: You. come togetFer not for the better. Men 1 Cor. v. 
he come together in the Church. en ye come toges + ©: Xi, 
ther into one Place. When ye come together. to eat. 17 3 4. 8 


That you come not together unto Condemnat jon. He c. xiv. 4, 


that prophefieth edifieth the Church. - If the "hole 5 2 
C be come together into one Place, and all ſt eqk** 
| H 2 | 


28,37. 
vit h 


2 


F * 7 rig 125 a * i \ 5 ; 
a F | 4 6 | 
* — " . ; 
U — * p kl _ D * 1 5 >» a Y , 
FE 60 1 RIGIN 
- R __ 4 | 


Peak in the Church. And after this, when the 


poſtle was at Corinth again, the whole Church 


| met at the Houſe of Gaius; for the Apoſtle call 


Rom. xvi. eth him Gaius, mine Hoſt, and of the whole Church. 
So that when the Apoſtle ſays, Let your Women 

- ICor. xiv. keep. Silence in the Churches, or in the Aﬀemblies, 
az it ſhould rather be rendered; the meaning. 


is, whenever the Church is aſſembled t 


on the Lord's Day, or when ſome of the more 


zealous Members of it are aflembled on a work- 


cd.o the Elders, in order to their being inſtructed 
" v.35. by them, then Women muſt be ſilent; and 


they will learn am thing, muſt ak their Husbunds 


at home. | 


When the Apoſtle was at Corinth a ſecond © 


time, about five or fix Years after the Beginning 
of the Church of Corinth, and wrote the Epiſtle 
Rom. vii. to the Romans from thence, there was a Church 
1. at Cenchrea, a ſmall Town, a few Miles from 


. thence. Tis like w6 the Chriſtians at Cenchrea, 


m uſed to go to the Meeting at Corinth, till 
they had a Meeting of their own, and Elders 
to hold Aſſemblies, to teach and rule, and mi- 
niſter Sacraments to them. But when they were 
a Church, and had Rulers of their own, they 


were not under the Church of Corinth. Both 


Churches were founded by the Apoſtle; the 


one ſooner, the other later. And the Elders  / 


being fo near, might oft meet together to aſſiſt 
one another by Advice, or any way that they 


ther. Ki | 5 
By this, which the Apeſtle did in ſettling a 
Church ar Cenchrea, we ſee that there ſhould 


dee Chupches in Villages ang ſinall Flaces, aq | 


web 


'a Eſalm. F there be no Interpreter, let him keep Si- 
| Hence in the Church. It is a Shame for Women to 


ing ny Conference, or putting Queſtions 


| could : But orie Church | did not rule over ano- | 
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CHURN HES. 
ies and 
may conchde, that i 

had been ſo great that all the Sommunicantg 
could not have received. the Sacrament together, 
the Apoſtle would have divided it into two, 
which ſhould have been named by the Regions 
of the City where the 3 Ach 
gregarion. lived. . 


Some 1 be made 1 or Ad- 
ditions made to what hath been ſaid, for the 
fuller explaining the Subject treated of. 


I. A Church was a Society of Chriſtians that | 


lived near together, and worſhipped God toge- 


ther, being ruled by their Paſtors, who MY; | 


Miniſters as Ones under them. 


1. A Church was a meer of hiv Wo- 
men and Children. 
2. They were Chriſtians by Profeſſion , b 


4 


as had oo. baptized and rs ſtedlaſt in 


the Faith, not fallen away to their former Un- 
belief, to be Jews or Heathens again, nor fallen 
off ro. Hereſies. A 
3. They were ſuch as lived near together 3: 
the ſame City or Town ; for Churches are de- 
nominated from the Places, the Church of Corinth, 
the Church of Cenchrea , becauſe they were the 
Chriſtians that lived in thoſe Places, and aſſem- 
bled together there, tho ſome Members came 
from other Places, where as yet there were no 


Churches. 


4. They worſhipped God together, or they 
met together on the Lord's Day; they heard 
the Word read and preached, they ſung Pſalms, 

prayed and recei ed the Sacrament, and Bap- 
n was adminiſtred as there was occaſion. But 
ſome of them were only Hearers, and were not 


os 2 admitted to the Sacrament, as young 
0 Chil 


dren, 


eat Tons And we 
the Church of Cirinth © 


* 
1 
— — — oo 


| man, and ſpake in the Name of the reſt-. 


19, 20 


| 3 Boys and Gir, Hr. "Aidd Some ih 


Sickneſs, Tying” i in; 'naffirns"6f others 
| 5 ys, Sc. "They: balkon ene Tate dhe 


_ of Churches. The Apoſtles as Chriſt en joyned 
Mat. xxviii them, taught thoſe whom they had baptized 10 


| be conſtituted after ſuch à manner. Whatever 


cauſe of ſuch Society; was alſo the Bond that 


The OM ln LEY 


the Commumcants and Heaters were fent b 


rd in one Church; as they Had but dne V 
for the vaſtly great Clinretvo NMusl. 15; 

5. They had Paſtors 'wholminiftred tho Odi. 
nances of Chrit to them, and alſo ruled them, 
or judged who ſhould be admitted to the Sacra- 
ment, or excluded from it; who ſhould be all- 
mitted into the Church! by Baptiſin; or kept 
out. Theſe were called Elders or Oyerſeers 
and the firſt of them as Pyeſident 1 


6. The Paſtors had Mmiſters as Officets 1 * 
der them, who aſſiſted them in many things, 
and executed their Orders. 

. They were united in a Society, oonſiſting 
of Paſtors, Miniſters and People, called I 


Deacons and Saints, Phil. x. * 


. 43; 


JI. "The appointment of Chrift'a was. this 1 


obſerve all "Things whatſoever” he had commanded 
them, In particular, and'eſpecially-thar there 

ſhould be Churches in whieh'Chrift's Ordinan- 
ces ſnould be diſpenſed ; 'and that they ſhould 


3p the Apoſtles did in ſertling Churches from firſt 
they might ſay as > Moſes did, when he 
* the Prieſts, and conſtituted the 


Church of Hrael; This is the thing which the Lord 


hath commanded to be done: and no doubt they did 
ſpeak to that effect. They let the People know, 
that they did not do what they did of their own 
Heads , but according to the Will of Chriſt 
And the Will or Law of Chriſt, that was the 


held 


8:9 - Aa kk oo .. »> oo. 1 > . — » 


* CH URC HES. 
held them together. That whicli united chem 


at firſt would keep them un ite. 
If it be asked what it was chat joyned * 


one Sociery, met in one Place for. the! Worſhip 
of Gad and ſubwitred to one Bench of E, 


Ckriſt chat made them one Church, as tlie Law 
of Goch tmade Hruet one Church. And as god- 


hriſtians will obey the Will of Chriſt: and all 


Thkis is a ſtronger Bond than any outward Force, 
or voluntary Agreements of Men between 
- themſelves. Senſe of Duty to Chriſt; and of 
the Danger of refuſing to be ſubject to his Will, 
dof. preſent Benefit co the Soul in the uſe 
of allhis me era are, or ſnould be Moti ves 
ag rong enòôugh to perſuade all wiſe Chriſtians 
5 heartily and thankfully to comply with the Or- 
der which Chriſt hath inſtituted in his Church; 
ae aud they were ſo to the primitive Chriſtians. 
od The People did not covenant with one another, 
: as if they had all the Powerof formi Churches, 


any Covenant, the/People engaged themſelves 
a to the Apoſtle and his AMſtants to be ſubject 


* to them. They gave themſelves to us, ſaith the. * 20 


ver And this they did not as a maxter of Liberty, 
wif of their own meer Choice and Pleaſure , when 
+ they might have refuſed fo to do, or miglit have 
te Liven themſelves to any other, neglecting them; 
but they did it as a Matter of Neceſſity, by the 
aid Will of God or becauſe it was his Will that 
they ſhould. . 


mw 1. As the Church of "Trad, when ſettled 
by Moſes, was to continue as he had ſettled it: 


Chriſtians at Corinth together , that they made 


ders. 1 think it was the Law and Will of 


or vere * only Agents in it: but if there was 


5 


ly Iſnablitei would obey the Law of Gbd, — true 
muſt do ſo that will took for Salvation by Chriſt. 


hat fo Chriſtian Churches were to continue as the 
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Apoſtles had ſertied them, or rather: Chrif: by 


the Apoſtles. Who might -alter)'whart!| Chr! 
"_ e 3 S e 599 1 41 
. b 3871 191999059 id ei | 
IV. The Abolles bad not their Anthotity: to 
Tents Churches from gur, or any Rulers un- 
der him, nor did they ask'leave of them to do 
it. They had Authori and Com miſſion from 
an higher King than Caſar; who will jugge the 
en W as well as the n 


857 Al 8113 0 0 


a. M. Vr Ede inen that l. t ondainedf God, and 


all are to be ſubject to them and honour them. 
And he appcinted the Order of his Church fo 
as not to leſſen their Power or Horeek, or to 
er any juſt cauſe of Jealouſy. He did 
not appoiũt Dioceſan, aal, "and! Na- 

- rional Churches, and Spode; and Frelates with fe- 
verul d of: worldy-Powerrand-Greatnefs : 
bar only -worſmpping; tions, each of 
which had many Rulers and thele bad no 
worldy Power, and commonly were mean in 
the World; as the Apoſties themſelves were. 
Such Rulers who could only caſt but of their 
ntttle Societies (that by ſuch Puniſhment they 
might the better reform” Men's Lives and Man- 
ners) would not hinder che Power and Honour 


22s due to the Rulers of this World; but further 


5 ing to make their Subjects virtu- 
E 2 „ eaſy to be governed, N 
dite and Ad. faithful to their TIT ad the 
er 
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